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We are actively securing sponsors for our 4th Biennial American Valor 
Dinner at the Monticello Opera House, Thursday, November 6.  As of 

August 31, we have commitments for 1 Patriot ($750), 3 Lady Liberty ($250) and 8 Hometown Hero 

($100), total of $2,300. The deadline is September 15 for turning in sponsor applications and pay-
ment.  This month you may purchase your ticket(s) and reserve your seat, too. See page 3 for more. 

At our August meeting, we got an update from Eric Eggers on how the 
Government Accountability Institute continues to expose the corruption among 
our politicians, on both sides of the aisle.  He gave away a few copies of his 
book Fraud: How the Left Plans to Steal the Next Election (2018).  To hear 
more of Eric with Peter Schweizer listen to their weekly podcast, The Drill 
Down with Peter Schweizer.  One member asked Eric where he got his news; 
he said one of his favorite podcasts is Next Up with Mark Halperin. Thank you 
to Lynn McGrady for providing refreshments! 

Our September speaker will be Michelle Milligan, J.C. Supervisor of Elections, 
elected in 2022 for two years and re-elected with no opposition in 2024. She’s 
also one of our members.  Now that she’s been in this role for almost three 
years we wanted to get an update on all things SOE.  Come and be informed! 

It’s has been a little over two years since we ordered KFRW Club Shirts for newer members or 
members who wish to order again.  I’m working with Whitney Bowers, local owner of It’s Personal, 
to do our shirts and facilitate members ordering more often, as shirts are requested going forward.  
Club shirts are available to members at cost plus tax with nine styles for ladies and four styles for 
men to choose from based on fabric and style.  All shirts are red with our KFRW logo embroidered 
on the front left shoulder of the shirt.  Refer to the club shirt information sheet, deadline to order 

and pay will be at our September 22 meeting. 

The FFRW Call to Convention is to go out Sept. 1, with 
early bird pricing available through Sept. 22 at $225, 
after that it goes up to $265.  KFRW should get 5 to 6 
voting delegates for Convention. This is the FFRW’s 75th 
Anniversary year and planning for a great convention. 

See you all at the meeting September 22 (4th Monday)! 

Lynn S 
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Keystone Federated Republican Women 
P. O. Box 45, Monticello, FL 32345 

Website: KFRWFL.org  –  Facebook: KFRWFlorida 
Newsletter Editor: Lynn Stafford 

2025-26 KFRW Executive Committee Officers 

President – Lynn Stafford – 850-491-8755 
VP Membership – Lynn Wojciechowski – 860-214-8392 
VP Programs & PR – Annaliese Mincy –   850-519-4818 

Treasurer – Tracy Boyce – 850-322-9548 
Secretary – Janis Morrow – 850-294-0573 

Florida Federation of Republican Women (FFRW) 

 President – Barbara Price                  Secretary – Cynthia West 
 1st VP – Yvette Benarroch          Asst. Sec. – Melissa Beaudoin 
 2nd VP – Vennia Francois                   Treasurer – Lynn Stafford 
 3rd VP – Michele Merrell                Asst. Treasurer – Kim Short 

Member-at-Large:  Deborah Stone | Terry Castro | Marsha 
Thoemke | District Executive – Vickie Herrington 

District 2 Representative – Dotty McPherson – 850-591-4988 

National Federation of Republican Women (NFRW) 

 

https://g-a-i.org/
https://thedrilldown.com/episodes/
https://thedrilldown.com/episodes/
http://kfrwfl.org/
http://ffrw.net/
http://www.nfrw.org/
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Membership Committee Update 

We welcome Pam Wessling as a NEW primary 
member, transferring from another club. 

We currently have 60 Primary and 24 
Associate Members. 

 

Any new member joining at our September 22 
meeting or through the remainder of 2025 will 
be a member through 2026.  Keep in mind, we 
hold these registrations until we report our 
annual membership renewals to the FFRW and 
NFRW at the beginning of January 2026. 

At our October 26th meeting, 2026 member-
ship dues will begin being collected. Thank you 
for being one to take care of this early!!! 

Annual dues each calendar year: Primary 

Members $50 and Associate Members $25. 

Our quarterly membership socials are a time to 
invite others who are or may be interested in 
learning more about our club, meeting our 
members, and potentially joining our club. Next 
is our Annual Christmas Party, Dec. 8, 6 pm. 

For ladies, the 1st/3rd Wednesday lunches and 

2nd/4th Thursday dinners are a great way to 

introduce potential primary members to KFRW.  

“Each One Bring One: Grow in 2025, 
Make History in 2026” 

 

KFRW Committee Updates 
 For committee info and purpose of each, refer to each on 
the KFRW website, and reach out to the committee chair. 

The expectation is all members will help at club events, as 
available, when called upon by the committees. 

Achievement Awards/Volunteer Hours – Be 

sure to keep track of the hours and time spent 
preparing for the American Valor Dinner. Time 
in asking for donations and support from local 
businesses or the silent auction, and in set up 
and serving at the dinner. Record all volunteer 
hours on a Volunteer Hour Log form.  

Hours count for associate members, too.  All 
information can be found on the KFRW website. 
Questions? Please contact Beth Young, Chair. 

Community Outreach – The next Constitution 

Alive! class in Monticello begins Sept. 6 at The 
Social on Saturdays, 9-10:30 am, thru Nov. 22, 
facilitated by Bill Snyder. Register here for this 
free class! 

Our nation's 250th birthday will be celebrated 
on July 4, 2026! The Constitution Alive! class, 
a popular video series filmed in Independence 
Hall, is known as “The Citizen's Guide to the 
Constitution”. ~ Gretchen Wallace, Chair 

Events & Fundraising – Let’s promote our 

merchandise for sale and our 4th Biennial 
American Valor Dinner on Nov. 6. See page 3 
for more information. If you are interested in 
helping with this event, contact Lynn Stafford, 

Chair 

Legislative – The Committee will begin meeting 

twice a month, next meeting Sept. 9 at Beth’s 
home at 11:30, bring a lunch, drinks & dessert 
provided. 

The committee is encouraged, as well as mem-
bers, to attend the J.C. Commission meetings to 
be aware of local activities. Meetings: 1st Thurs. 

at 9 am | 3rd Thurs. at 6 pm. 

The Florida Legislature will begin regular session 
on Tuesday, January 13, 2026 through March 
13, 2026. Committee Week begins Monday, Oct. 
6 through Friday, Dec. 12. ~ Beth Young, Chair 

Public Relations –  

Note: If you take photos at events, please forward via 

text/e-mail to Annaliese or Janis and Lynn S. ASAP. ☺ 

  

 

KFRW Merchandise for S~A~L~E 

 

 

As we approach our nation’s 250th birthday, we 
have some new items, patriotic signs, notepads,  
serving tray, and dog tags, which will make 
great stocking stuffers. Check them out and 
help us fundraise. 

Pictures of items available (limited quantities) to 
purchase & sell to your family & friends on the 
KFRW Website by categories: 

Cowboy & fedora hats, baseball caps, card 
cases & reading glasses, bumper stickers, 
magnets, buttons, flags, bracelets, brooches, 
earrings, scarf holders, watches, lapel pins, ties 
& tie bar, & tile & paracord bracelets. 

Contact Lynn Stafford to obtain items, to answer any 
questions, or offer suggestions. ◼ 

https://kfrwfl.org/committees/
https://kfrwfl.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/06/Volunteer-Hours-Log-Activity-Calls.xlsx
https://kfrwfl.org/committees/aa-volunteer-hours/
https://www.patriotacademy.com/coach/register/9988
https://www.patriotacademy.com/coach/register/9988
https://kfrwfl.org/merchandise/signs/
https://kfrwfl.org/merchandise/miscellaneous/
https://kfrwfl.org/merchandise/miscellaneous/
https://kfrwfl.org/merchandise/jewelry/
https://kfrwfl.org/merchandise/
https://kfrwfl.org/merchandise/hats/
https://kfrwfl.org/merchandise/caps-visors/
https://kfrwfl.org/merchandise/miscellaneous/
https://kfrwfl.org/merchandise/miscellaneous/
https://kfrwfl.org/merchandise/bumper-stickers/
https://kfrwfl.org/merchandise/magnets/
https://kfrwfl.org/merchandise/buttons-pins/
https://kfrwfl.org/merchandise/flags/
https://kfrwfl.org/merchandise/jewelry/
https://kfrwfl.org/merchandise/jewelry/
https://kfrwfl.org/merchandise/mens/
https://kfrwfl.org/merchandise/mens/
https://kfrwfl.org/merchandise/


 
KFRW Newsletter Page 3 September 2025 

 Monthly Themed Raffle Baskets 

The “My, My, What a Surprise!” 

raffle basket let the adoptee 

create their own theme.  Diana 

Mulhearn chose an Italian 

theme.  She had all the fixings for 

a complete Italian dinner in her 

basket, yum, yum.  Bill Snyder 

was the lucky winner.  The 

basket proceeds raised $150. 

 

 

September – “Oh My Gourd I Love Fall” 

Fall Theme   Debbie Snapp/Anne Horton 

October – “Land That I Love” Annaliese Mincy  

Patriotic / Veteran’s Theme 

November – “Christmas Cheer is Finally Here!”  

Christmas Theme  Catherine McNeill  

 

KFRW 4th Biennial American Valor Dinner 

 Thursday, November 6th, 5:30-8:30 pm, Monticello Opera House 

Lynn Stafford, Event Organizer 

We’re actively reaching out to previous sponsors and 
new sponsors for this event from local business owners, 
organizations, and individuals to make this a very 
special event for our local veterans, allowing interested 
veterans to attend at no charge.  Event Page. 

AV Dinner Sponsor Packages are as follows: 

 Let Freedom Ring: 8 seats (1 reserved table) = $1,000 

 Patriot: 6 seats (1 reserved table) = $750 

 Uncle Sam: 4 seats (½ reserved table) = $500 

 Lady Liberty: $250 - $450 

 Hometown Hero: (Sponsor a Veteran) = $100  
 

Can you recommend a local veteran(s) for a guest 
seat?  If so, please let me know by September 30. 

Can you ask a business to contribute an item/gift 
certificate for the Silent Auction, or can you?  Due: 
October 15 

General Reserved Tickets: $50 each, on sale now.  

Event Seating Capacity: 120 (Reserved Only) 

If you can help with any of the above, please 

contact Lynn Stafford. 

 
September Members’ Birthdays 

Happy Birthday to each of you! 

9/2 Gloria Yaun 
9/11 Abby McGehee 
 Mary Lou Miner 
9/13 Annette Friedrich 
 Janis Morrow 
9/14 Annaliese Mincy 
9/17 Lynn Wojciechowski 
9/18 Susan Anderson 
 Beth Young 
9/20 Rep. Jason Shoaf 
9/27 David Miner 

 

Calendar of Events 
 

Constitution Alive! Class 

Saturdays in September: 6, 13, 20, 27 
9-10:30 am, The Social 

 

Labor Day 
Monday, September 1 

 

J.C. Delegation Meeting 

Monday, September 8, 10-12 pm 
Courthouse Annex 

 

KFRW Exec. Comm. Meeting 
Wednesday, September 10 

5:30pm - Lynn Stafford’s Home, 295 Hickory St 

 

KFRW Membership Meeting 
4th Monday, September 22 

Door open 6:30 pm; Meeting 7 pm  
American Legion Annex, 1065 S. Water St 

Speaker: Michelle Milligan, J.C. SOE 

 

NFRW Biennial Convention 
September 26-28, Orlando, FL 

 

FFRW Biennial Convention 
75th Anniversary Year 

October 24-26, The Shores Resort & 
Spa, Daytona Beach, FL 

 

https://kfrwfl.org/club-events/american-valor-dinner/american-valor-dinner-2025/
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~ Gerrymandering, When Did It All Start? ~ 

When most people hear the word “gerrymandering,” they think of shady backroom deals, oddly 
shaped districts, and politicians gaming the system.  What they don’t think about is a Founding 
Father named Eldridge Gerry—but that’s exactly where it all begins. 

The Father of Gerrymandering, Eldridge Gerry, was no small figure in the founding of America. He 
signed the Declaration of Independence, served in the Continental Congress, and became Vice 
President under James Madison.  But in 1812, as Governor of Massachusetts, he signed a 
redistricting plan that carved up voting districts in ways that heavily favored his party. 

One district was so bizarrely shaped that a political cartoonist compared it to a salamander—and 
the term “Gerry-mander” was born. 

Gerry’s original intent may not have been pure corruption—he was trying to keep his political 
coalition together—but his decision created a tactic that has been used, abused, and perfected for 
over 200 years. 

Recently, President Trump issued an executive order calling for a redo of the U.S. Census to count 

only legal residents when determining congressional representation and federal funding.  At its 
core, this is about fairness.  Every seat in Congress, every electoral vote, and every distribution of 
federal dollars is based on population.  If states with large populations of illegal aliens get more 
seats in Congress because they were counted, that dilutes the voice of citizens in other states. 

By counting only legal residents, the new census could better reflect the actual voting population, 
giving states a representation ratio more in line with the principle of one person, one vote.  In short: 
legal voters shouldn’t lose representation because non-voters are artificially boosting numbers in 
other states. 

 

 

To read past issues of the KFRW Newsletter > KFRWFL.org > Newsletter tab 

http://kfrwfl.org/
http://kfrwfl.org/newsletter/

